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SOME UNPARALLELED TREACHERY. 


HOW AGUINALDO WAS BETRAYED 
BY FALSE PROMISES 


MADE BY CONSUL - GENERAL WILDMAN, 
ACTING UNDER INSTRUCTIONS FROM 
THE U. 8. GOVERNMENT, 


(From San Francisco Star.): 


We herewith submit to our readers the 
most important document coneerning 
the Philippine “war of conquest” which 
has yet come before the public: The 
article which follows is part of a letter 
from Mr. Howard W. Bray, of Singapore, 
who has resided fifteen years in the 
Philippines, and still has property in- 
terests there. He was interpreter be» 
tween Consul-General: Wildman and 
Aguinaldo on the memorable occasion 


when Admiral Dewey sent for Aguinaldo- 


im great haste to come: and assist him. 
We have another letter from Mr. Bray, 
reserved from publication at present, 
which uncovers the intense hideousness 
ef the land system under which the 
Filipinos have been rackrented and en- 
slaved for centuries, and which system 
it is the evident purpose of the adminis- 
tration to re-establish or uphold: 


= 
Hongkong, March 8, 1899. 

The State documents lately published 
furnish food for reflection by Americans 
generally who value their national word 
of honor pledged to Gen, Aguinallo in 
Singapore on April 26 last, by the Amer- 
ican Consul-General, in my presence 
whilst acting as interpreter. It is un- 
dignified and unworthy of a great nation 
to be guilty of such duplicity, and. now 
say the Consul had no power to offer any 
such thing. As a matter of fact, the 
Consul did not offer it of his own respon- 
sibility, but acting under the instruc- 
tions of Admiral Dewey. In the tirst 
imterview, the conditions of Gen. Aguin- 
aldo’s policy were clearly stated, sub- 
mitted to Dewey, and the latter cabled 
his acceptance, requesting Aguinaldo 
to proceed with every possible haste to 
Hongkong, and leave in the first avail- 
able vessel, which was the McCulloch. 
I was roused from my bed at midnight 
by the Consul to look up Aguinaldo and 
communicate the telegram to him, in 
erder that he might catch a steamer 
feaving at daylight in the morning. Tms 
HAS NOT YET BEEN MADE PUBLIC; BUT I 
THINK THE TIME HAS NOW ARRIVED WHEN 
RESERVE IS NO LONGER JUSTIFIABLE, 
after this shameful treatment of the 
Filipinos by the Amerieans- 

It is no use to argue that Dewey had 
no authority, because, from the State 
documents lately published, we learn 
that Dewey had instructions to use his 
discretion, and agreeably with this dis- 
eretion he brought back Aguinalde to 
Luzon under the promise of indepen- 
dence, WHILST Consunt WI:npMAN, OF 
HONGKONG, SUPPLIED HIM WITH SEV- 
ERAL OARGOFS OF ARMS AND AMMUNITION. 
No amount of official or diplomatic denial 
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can alter these facts. Wildman, before 
this letter reaches you, will be before the 
supreme court of this colony to make 
him render aceounts for the money de- 
posited in his hands by the Filipino 
Committee, when he will have every 
chance given him of clearing himself 
and the American government. Not 
only did Dewey give Aguinaldo arms 
and ammunition, but he recognized the 
Filipino flag, he assisted him to take 
Subic by sending American cruisers to 
prevent the German “Irene” from inter- 
fering; he gave over the Spanish prison- 
ers to: Aguinaldo, and received him on 
board his: flagship with all the honors 
due to his rank. The assistance of the 
Filipino forces was gladly availed of by 
Dewey when the latter had no force at 
hand to held Cavite against a Spanish 
land attack (this has been acknowledged 
by Senator Gray). 

On this subject I enclose a copy of a 
letter received by a very prominent 
American in the East from the editor of 
the Manila Times, and you will see 
therefrom that what I have just said is 
well known there: The Manila Times, 


as you may well know, is the Americar} iinoy 


official organ and ardent advocate of the 


Jingo party, its. supporters, yet the ed-| , 


itor is compelled to: write in opposition- 
to his convictions; hence you will un- 
derstand and appreciate for their fulk 
value the dispatches emanating from 
Manila, which, as you may surmise, are 
more Hable to be misleading than other- 
wise. The fact is, the expansion and 
colonization party, and a few eheap pol- 
iticians in Manila, are: looking for ad- 
vancement, regardless of the lives which 
will have to be sacrificed, or American 
honor besmirched. These men have 
everything in their favor at present— 
distance from the United States, censor- 
ship of the cable and press, and license 
to commit acts of vandalism and to. out- 
rage every sense of justice and fair play, 
respecting neither life nor property. 


The outrages committed on defence- 
less Filipinos are bound to be exposed 
sooner or later, and what Otis and com- 
pany term “Jack rabbit hunts after Fil- 
ipinos,’’ will not be tolerated much 
longer by eivilized ‘nations, any more 
than the Bulgarian atrocities were. 


The great American nation, once re- 
garded aud respected by the natives as 
the liberators of the Philippines, has 
been changed in their estimation to 
“oppressors of the people,” and the 
Eighth Army Corps to, in short, a fili- 
bustering foree, and rightly looked upon 
with disdain by all Filipinos. 

History will eondemn the United 
States for its bad faith in using the 
friendly and valuable assistacce of the 
Filipinos to gain control of Manila and 
Cavite, and then make those who were 
their allies their vassals by repudiating 
the promises made in the hour of dan- 
ger. “Men who can fight as the Fili- 
pinos have fought, and who can plead 
their cause with such statesmanlike 


ability as they have used, are not inca- 
pable of self-government.” 


Who shall be the judge of the govern- 
ment suited to them? Surely, they 
themselves, and rot the United States. 
They are in their own country and have 
the exclusive right to make tbeir own 
laws. If aliens do not like them they 
are not asked to live in the country. In 
America and other countries, aliens 
seeking asylum are bound to conform to 
the laws in force in each respective 
country. If not, they can go elsewhere. 
Now why should the Filipinos be ex- 
cepted from this rule of equity? Simply 
because the Creator has given them a 
darker skin? Such ideas are unworthy 
of our boasted civilization. What expe- 
rience has America had of colonies, still 
less of the Malay race? None whatever. 
Yet there are people arrogant enough to 
assume that they can dictate a constitu- 
tion for the Philippines. Merritt, be- 
fore he came under a certain influence 
in Europe; said: “The Filipinos are ca- 
pable of self-government,” while Dewey 
said: “They are far better qualified for 
self-government than the Cubans, and I 
both races.” Whittier says: 
sis a wide ignorance of the wealth 
Philippines and the character of 
the Piliginos. The natives are not ig- 
norant; they are not savages. They are 
adept at manufactures and as account- 
ants, mariners and railroad operatives; 
they are quiet, most temperate, and have 
shown great ability in their military 
affairs.” - 

Are the present hostilities the feast to 
which the treaty of peace invites the 
Americans? Are they committed to a 
war of conquest? To extinguish a quite 
reguiar valid government created on a 
national suffrage; to tear up a national 
star-spangled banner, and to impose a 
regime not born of the people of the soil 
under a hitherto friendly but alien flag? 
Hf so, the reeoncilement of all this with 
the story of 1776 in New England be- 
eomes to the dispassionate student of 
history just a trifle too much. Suppose 
that Lafayette then had enough of French 
foree on American soil to impose a 
French flag, French law, French institu- 
tions on the nascent American republic; 
the case would be a good parallel to a 
possibitity evidently dreaded by the Fil- 
ipino nation, and, strangely, contem 
plated by a certain portion, though not 
yet apparently a majority, of the people 
of the United States,” says the Singa- 
pore Free Press. 


he pinos 


Senator Gray says: “The acquisition 
of territory was not one of the objects of 
the war,” whilst President McKinley 
declared that “forcible annexation would 
be criminal aggression.’’ Are not these 
words the climax of humbug and hypoc~ 
zisy in view of the late attempt to show 
the Filipinos the forcible meaning of his 
canting phrase ‘benevolent assimila- 
tion ?” 

Are THE FILIPINOS NOT DEFENDING 
THEIR HOMES, THEIR WIVES AND DAUGH- 


NO. 50: 


TERS, THEIR HONOR, THEIR WORLDLY 
GOODS, AGAINST CRIMINAL AGGRESSION ? 


Why not call McKinley’s action hon- 
estly by its proper name of Military 
Despotism, but first tearing up your own 
Declaration of Independence, and scat- 
tering its repudiated fragments to the 
four winds, for it has no longer any 
meaning, and America’s professions be- 
fore entering on the war with Spain were 
a sbam. Even Prof. Worcester, one of 
your present commissioners, speaking of 
the Filipino and his desire for indepen- 
dence, says: 

“Whatever may be the immediate 
outeome (speaking of late events}, it is 
safe to say that, having learned some- 
thing of his power, the civilized native 
will now be likely to take a hand in 
shaping his own future. I trust that op- 
portunities which he has never enjoyed 
may be given to him. Ir nor, MAY HE 
WIN THEM FOR HIMSELF.” 

To these last words of the Professor I 
feryently say, amen !—Yours very truly, 

Howarp W. BRAY- 


<æ 

The following letter is the one referred 
to by Mr. Bray, and was written by Mr. 
T. Cowen. editor of the Manila Times 
(‘the first American daily paper printed 
im the Philippines”), to a promisent 
American official (whose name we omit 
by request) : 2 


por 


LETTER FROM EDITOR OF “MANILA TIMES” 


The Manila Times, 
The First American Daily Paper 
Printed in the Philippines. 


Manila, Feb. 12th, 1899. 


Dear ——: I hear Consul Wildman hag 
been induced by his long-suffering coun- 
try to resign the Hongkong consulate. 
Tell me if you know anything of this. 
He is mainly to blame for having GIVEN 
AGUINALDO DEFINITE ASSURANCES IN THY 
NAME OF THE UNITED STATES THAT 
INDEPENDENCE WOULD CERTAINLY BE 
GRANTED THE Finreinos. Aguinaldo has 
never been accused of being a fool, or # 
savage devoid of ability. He would 
never have set out for Singapore and 
Hongkong with war against the United 
States in his mind’s eye. Nor would he 
have come for the purpose of becoming & 
satellite or parasite, + dependent of any 
kind, 

HE pip NOT OFFER TO SERVE UNDER 
THE AMERICANS, NOR DID HE HOIST THE 


AMERICAN FLAG. He, in fact, was asked , 


by Wildman and Pratt, not appealing to 
them, but appealed to by them. I feet 
quite certain that they did, in the name 
of their country, promise him indepen- 
dence, and he, knowing them to be daly’ 
authorized representatives of the United 
Ststes government, accepted their assur 
ances. What else could he do? At that 
stage of the game, any officia! communi- 
eation between the United States govern- 
ment and the Filipinos was a diplomatic 
impossibility. Possibly Aguinaldo ought 
to have known better than to rely om 
these promises. Certainly Wildmaa 
(Continued on page 4.) 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS : 


1. E. Smith, Providence: I cannot 
answer private letters. Ifmy articles in 
Discontent have been of ‘‘great assist- 
ance” to you, don’t waste precious time 
‘writing me complimentary letters to that 
effect; they do me no good. Get as 
many copies of those articles as you can 
and circulate them among others whom 
you think would also be “‘greatly assist- 
ed.” Thank you, nevertheless. 

Yes, I have thought a good deal on 
such subjects, but- have got over that 
kind of pastime. I can, however, sym- 
pathize with you in your present state of 
mental unrest concerning a future life. 
But why bother about other worlds until 
we get there? Are there not enough 
problems in this life which need solution 
and adjustment? No doubt Mrs. Eddy 
and Prof. Lockwood can DEMONSTRATE 
and prove a continued persona! existence 
after dissolution tou THEIR satisfaction. 
But is it not a little bit strange that those 
who are’ so sure they know all about 
ornER worlds are generally very ignor- 
ant concerning the probléms of ruts life? 
If you get any satisfaction out of such 
studies E would be the last to discourage 
you, but as you have asked my advice, 
here itis: Make the problems of THIS 
life of vst importance. My OPINIONS 
on such a matter are worth no more than 
any other man’s, but if curious to know, 
you will find them by reading Buechner. 

t 

Charles Fuist (Quest. ?), Worcester, 
Mass.: What do I mean when I say 
private property has never been recog- 
nized? I mean that the state has never 
recognized the individual in any way. It 
pays no attention to his protests, but 
confiscates his property and his life also 
(in ease of drafting for war, for instance) 
whenever it chooses. The history of man 
is nothing but a story of the struggles of 
the individual for self-ownership. Yet 
TODAY the state does not recognize your 
right to OWN YOUR OWN BODY! If you 
attempt to commit suicide the state will 
punish you! Now, if you have a right 
to own your own body, it follows that 
you have a right—an exclusive right, 
which cannot be abridged by any set of 
individuals, communists or statists—to 
own and control absolutely all wealth 
produced by the individual exertions of, 
and which is necessary to sustain life 
within, that body and gratify its desires, 
without dictation or interference from 
other individuals. That is a true con- 
ception of freedom. If the individual 
cannot produce all the various things he 
desires by his inptvrpvUAL exertions, all 
that is necessary and essential is un- 
restricted freedom to exchange with 
other producers. If all men and women 
were laborers (see definition of ‘‘laborér”’ 
in previous number), the problem of 
equitable and just exchange would be 
very simple. But, unfortunately, by the 
aid of the state, a large proportion of the 
human race become parasites—non-pro- 
ducers. Now, EXCHANGE cannot take 


place between non-producers and pro- 
ducers, for the former have nothing to 
exchange! Therefore they must take, 
absorb, steal from the producers. This 
stealing is accomplished through usury 
—interest, rent, capital, profit, etc 
When you abolish usury, therefore, you 
abolish all sources of income except 
labor, leaving the laborer in full and un- 
disputed possession of what HE produces, 
But, you say, perhaps it would be more 
advantageous to produce co-operatively 
and on a large scale. Very well, if the 
individual is free to choose his occupa- 
tion, and also to change it whenever it 
pleases him, he will see to it that he gets 
an equitable share or he will refuse to 
co-operate. Liberty, then, is the essen- 
tial thing in determining the individual 
share. Thisis as much space as I can 
give you now in answer to your question, 
“What is a just conception of property?”’ 
Read ‘‘What is Property?” and other 
literature advertised in Liberty pertain- 
ing to your questions, and always keep 
in mind the fact that freedom begins and 
ends with the INDIVIDUAL. When people 
talk about a “free people, a “‘free coun- 
try,” a “free society,” a “free commun- 
ity,” etc., they are talking rot. If the 
INDIVIDUAL is not free to own and control 
his own body and the product of his labor 
there is no freedom. 


= 


L. E. Elderburg (Eidenburg?), New 
York: (1) There is no such thing as 
“Anarchist- Communism” Anarchism 
is one doctrine; communism is another, 
and quite different. It is just as absurd 
for a man to call himself an “‘anarchist- 
communist” as it would be to call him- 
self an ‘‘atheist-christian,’’ and individ- 
uals who so characterize themselves are 
simply sowing confusion and doing harm. 
Communism as an ideal is as old as the 
records of man, taught by nearly all the 
ancient philosophers. Anarchism is a 
new philosophy, based on the sovereign- 
ty of the individual, which takes with it 
as a guide to social conduct the principle 
of equal freedom. Communistic teachers 
like Peter Kropotkin and others go back 
to the Middle Ages for their ideal society, 
as Edward Bellamy went forward to the 
year 2000 for his. But there were no 
anarchists, except in aspiration, in med- 
iæval times. On the other hand, anarch- 
ists have discovered that throughout all 
nature war is the natural, normal con- 
dition of animal life. Man is included in 
this condition, and there is but one ave- 
nue of escape—that is in a strict observ- 
ance of equal freedom. Now, the prop- 
osition that EQUAL FREEDOM IS THE ONLY 
ALTERNATIVE FOR WAR is as much a tru- 
ism in social science as the postulate 
that “two parallel lines never meet’’ is a 
truism in mathematics. Each individ- 
ual, however, must be the judge of what 
freedom he wants. If his judgment is 
bad, he alone must suffer the conse- 
quence. If you want the “freedom” to 
take the life of another, you have no just 
grounds for complaint if others take the 
same ‘freedom’? with you. In other 
words, if you desire to avoid war, and to 
live in peace, you must learn not to com- 
mit invasive acts. This is the only way 
real freedom can be established. As the 
mariner needs no statutory laws to com- 
pel him to use a compass in order to 
avoid disaster to his ship, so the indi- 
vidual will need no law compelling him 
to observe the principle of equal freedom 
in order to avoid strife with his fellows. 


So, you see, anarchists are necessarily 
individualists; while some communists 
pooh-pooh, laugh and sneer, and curl up 
their lips in contempt when you speak 
of individual liberty. The communistic 
idea that the individual cannot live in- 
dependently of his fellows is the seed 
out of which grow all forms of authority. 
When, in the “ struggle for EXISTENCE,” 
the individual’s life is in danger of at- 
tack from individuals of another species, 
then, and only then, is his association 
with others of his species absolutely es- 
sential. This is the only instance in 
which ‘‘society” isa “natural organism.” 
But because the individual, in certain 
contingencies, MusT co-operate in order 
to save his life, he does not thereby sell 
his liberty forever. For the production 
and distribution of wealth, however, it 
is ridiculous to say that society is a 
gigantic machine; that individuality 
must be obliterated. Out upon such 
doctrine, no matter who teaches it! 

(2) Who teaches anarchism? As an 
ASPIRATION Or IDEAL it has been taught 
by many, but as a system of economics 
or social science it was first taught by 
Josiah Warren; after him, and quite as 
independently, by P. J. Proudhon. 
Tucker’s Liberty has been, until recent- 
ly, the only paper in existence that has 
zealously stuck to the fundamental prin- 
ciples enunciated by these men. 

t, 

To others: Please send your questions, 
if you have any, tọ DISCONTENT. I can- 
not answer them privately. 

W. A. Sura. 
THE TOILER. 
Work—work—work! 

My labor never flags, 

And what are its wages? A bed of straw, 

A crust of bread and rags. 

That shattered roof and this naked floor— 

A table—a broken chair— 

And a wall so blank my shadow I thank 
` For something falling there.—Hood. 


The world is my country—to do good 
my religion.—Thomas Paine. 

What government is best? That which 
teaches us to govern ourselyes.—Gae the. 


No one is so blind as he who will not 
see, and no one is so foolish as he who 
will not use his reason. 


All good thoughts, and all good words, 
and all good deeds, are thought and 
spoken and done with intelligence; and 
all evil thoughts and words and deeds 
are spoken and done with folly.—A vesta. 


The great common people of this and 
all other countries are in a worse con- 
dition than the black slaves ever were. 
They do all the hard work, support both 
the idle rich and idle poor in addition 
to supporting themselves. For the idle 
rich they provide the best there is—for 
themselves they take the scraps and the 
scrapings. It must be a pleasant duty 
for them to support the rich idler and 
starve themselves and theirs and make | 
no protest.— Ex. 


j 


A party is being formed to migrate to | 
Washington, to start about July 1 next. 
An attempt is being made to secure low 
rates, which will depend some on the 
number going. Rates will be given from 
Columbus, O., also from a point on the 
Mississippi or Missouri rivers. For fur- 


ther particulars address, with stamp, A. 
Allen Noe, secretary, Delaware, O. 


THE “BENEFIT” OF MACHINERY. 


Noting that a new telegraph machine 
has been invented which will displace 
several operators, an exchange com- 
ments editorially thus: 

“The expert telegrapher is doomed. A 
printing telegraph machine has been in- 
vented that will do the work of six oper- 
ators, and can be run bya boy or girl. 
The machine ear be manufactured for 
$10. It is said the Western Union will 
take the machines as fast as they can be 
turned out, and will save a million dollars 
a month when all its offices are equipped 
with them. And what is to become of 
the people thrown out of employment by 
such inventions? This is a vital ques- 
tion, and before many years it is going 
to be the important question.” 

If our contemporary is asking in seri- 
ousness and asking for information the 
question, “What is to become of the peo- 
ple thrown out of employment by such 
inventions?”—we can answer. Or, bet- 
ter, let our brother observe. There is ne 
difficulty in saying what becomes of the 
compositors thrown out of employment 
by the linotypes. They go through On- 
tario in scores daily, their bare feet on 
the ground and everything that they pos- 
sess in the world tied up in a red hand- 
kerchief and thrown over their shoulders 
on sticks. And so, brothers, as you pen 
the caustic squibs about hoboes, some- 
times just stop and think and be serious. 
As you flippantly talk of the rock pile 
and chain gang, etc., sometimes consider 
whether it is really so nice to be cold and 
hungry and homeless that men would 
elect to be tramps rather than editors or 
merchants. A sad earth,a memory of 
better days, a desperate present and a 
future even more dismal—these are pos- 
sessions of the hobo; think you that they 
are such that men choose them rather 
than home and happiness and comfort? 
No, this new printing telegraph machine 
is not the first labor-saving invention. 
The thing has been working, lo, these 
many years. In every department of in- 
dustry men have been and are being 
thrown out of employment, and re-em- 
ployment is ever more difficult to obtain. 


Without being either a Populist or a 
Communist or an Anarchist, we have 
often wondered why itis, if our Heavenly 
Father arrangeth all things and arrang- 
eth them well, it should always happen 
that a progressive step in the world in- 
variably berefits the fellow on top to the 
injury of the fellow on the bottom. In 
this instance this is our text, why should 
it be that when a machine is invented. 
that does the work of six telegraphers, 
five should be thrown on the world te 
become tramps and the sixth be forced 
to work at child’s wages? Western Union 
stock is thought to be a fairly paying in- 
vestment already; suppose, instead of 
adding a million dollars a month to the 
income of people who are unable to dis- 
pose of their present resources, the plan 
were tried of permitting this new ma- 
chine to shorten the hours of Jabor of 
the poor devils who-are now working 


| long hours to eke out an existence. 


The nineteenth century has seen a 


| people freed from political bondage to 


enter the more galling bonds of indus- 
trial slavery. God grant that during the 
twentieth century, whose dawn is al- 
ready brightening the horizon, the world 
may be freed from this industrial serf- 
dom, and its people become free men in 
truth.—Ontario Observer. 


‘DISCONTENT 
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AS IT SEEMS TO JAMES. 


Comrade Penhallow and ‘the others 
«who object to Nellie M. Zerauld’s' ‘Lights 
sand Shadows,” on the ground of ite being 
-all the latter, have, I feax,-a-:painful les- 

son to learn. She gives no “‘lights” of 
~community life—because there are none 
to give. The success of Oneida, the 
“Shakers, the Mormens, the monks, etc. 
(such as it is), is not in point, because 
none of these organizations were secular. 
True, the failure of Darius Green does 
snot prove that a flying machine is impos- 
-sible, but the fact that all flying machines 
—except balloons, which hardly come 
under the category—have failed, together 
with the familiar demonstration of a 
cause—man’s weight being too great in 
proportion to his muscelar power to 
allow his supporting himself by means 
of wings—does constitute a most em- 
phatic warning against investment in a 
flying machine. Equally -discouraging 
to volunteer communism on :& small 
-acale is the experience that all isolated 
communities unsupported by the gas of 
superstition have failed, together with 
the visible reason, which is that nothing 
ut religious zeal can overcome the gravy- 
itation of self-interest. I see Henry 
Youmans pronounces Lakebay the first 
‘successful enterprise of the community 
kind that he ever saw, and at once hits 
upon the explanation—it is not essen- 
tially communistic, but individualistic. 
For this reason I should have expected 
it to succeed in a measure; but there is 
still a rock abead—the world’s unwill- 
ingness to tolerate a proof that anarch- 
ists and free lovers can succeed. For my 
“part, I still believe the hopeful way is to 
educate our neighbors where we are. 

To the desert or the cell 
Let others vainly fly; 
In this unfriendly world I dwell, 
Nor fear its enmity. 
—= 

I apprehend that W. A. Smith is get- 
ting out of his depth again. When the 
martyrs of the Alamo were taken to task 
by Tucker for advoeating communism, 
they referred him to Proudhon’s distinc- 
tion between property and possession. 

He replied by reminding them that 
Proudhon was just as much opposed to 
public property as private. Proudhon 
said, without any reservation, that prop~ 
erty is robbery. How, then, can Mr. 
Smith class Proudhon with defenders of 
private or any other property? He is 
clear off his ‘base. St. Pierre Joseph 
and St. Pierre’s successor both con- 
demned the property heresy long ago. 
In order to understand this, let us con~- 
sider the distinction between ¡property 
and possession. “ Possession,” said 
icero, “is the right to use. Property 
is the right to use or misuse.” This ‘jus 
utere vel abutere” is exactly what Proud- 
‘thon meant by property. It was claimed 
originally by hordes, whose internal law 
was communism. Among the least 
evolved barbarians the land, its prod- 
acts, the few rude manufactures, and the 
women, are all common to members of 
the horde; and all alike are articles of 
property, which the horde will maintain 
its “right to use or misuse” against all 
mankind. That is what the horée is or- 
ganized for. The right-of misusing is 
the basis of government. But as civiliz- 
‘ation advanced the ‘comraunity feature 
was found to pull against the other. The 
maker of weapons, whom everyone 
‘wanted to go on making them, exacted 
bie own price. The captor claimed tbe 


MY IMPRESSIONS. 


Some people say that discontent is the 
mother of progress. Maybe that is true, 
but it is xstonishing what a number of 
people.in this world are opposed to pro» 
gress. 


captive as his individual wife or slave. 
The chief was the natural owner of the 
bow no other man could bend. In such 
cases the horde made a partial transfer 
ef its property to the individual. Re- 
taining, ‘as Mr. Smith remarks, its own 
claimto eminent domain, it yet bestowed 
on the individual “ʻa right to use or: 
abuse” absolute against all except the 
government which gave it. The device 
was easily extended. The government 
gave or sold to its favorites land, subject 
to the usual reservation but no other. 
Such is private property—a form of.reb- 
bery nomore and no less pernicious than 
the public preperty:which preceded it. 
To revert to corporate ownership, as 
state socialists propose, is a -false and 
hopeless remedy, as Proudhon had no 
difficulty in-seeing. Property, public or 
private, is bound up with government. 
Abolish government, and it falls. The 
right-to use remains, but there wouid be 
no -institutions ‘te protect any man, or 
corporation, ‘in misusing, and, accord- 
ingly, a-man’s use of anything must be 
limited to-this—that he does not so use 
as to give others offence which would 
cause resistance. If Tuckerism has now 
reached the point of using the words 
private property for private possession, 
it has decidedly become a heresy, for its 
first pontiff invariably distinguished 
them, and so, until ‘lately, did his -suc- 
cessor, as above. Moreover, according 
to the good old popish aad mephisto- 
phelean rule, we must always attend to 
“the word—never the idea contained in it. 
©. L. James. 


“<<! 


MI IS NONE OF THEIR BUSINESS. 


a S 
What is the progress that discontent is 
the mother of? And what is the pre- 
gress that so many people are opposed 
to? Asa matter of fact, we are used to 
seeing material progress made in some 
respects along industrial lines without 
evoking audible opposition. Progress in 
matters of science, too, is looked upon as 
a matter of course today. ‘It was the 
scientific men of the Dark Ages who sui- 
fered persecution for seeking what the 
authorities of the period thought were 
dangerous changes. f 
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The last ‘half-century has seen wonder- 
ful progress in scientific and industrial 
directions, and the enë is not yet,*but it 
is not what is commonly called discon- 
tent that spurs men of science ‘to dis- 
ver new methods of generating and ap- 
plying electrical or mechanical energy, 
or to new chemical or astronomical dis- 
coveries. ‘It is seltiom even the hope of 
cheapening production, though that usu- 
ally follows. And eyen though the 
manufacturer may apply new discover- 
‘ies, as a rule he is not-discontented with 
previous precesses. 


* * * 


The discontent that ‘I have in mind‘is 
in relation to the treatment of humanity 
‘itself. “Ever since the world began there 
have been some who have been discon- 
tented with the conditions they saw 
‘aroundithem, and tried to improve them. 
In doing so they met opposition from 
‘those who were satisfied, either through 
ignorance or‘because they were enjoying 
privileges which others did not. 


* Poe * 


Every age and generation must be as 
free to act for itself in all cases as the 
ages and generations which preceded it. 
The vanity and presumption of gov- 
-erming ‘beyond the grave is the most 
ridiculous and insolent ef all tyrannies. 
Man has no property in man; neither 
has any generation a property in ‘the 
generations which are to follow. The 
parliament or the people of 1688, er of 
any other period, had no more right to 
dispose of the people of the present day, 
or to bind or control them in any shape 
whatever, than the parliament or the 
people of the present day have to dis- 
pose of, bind, or control those who are 
to live-a hundred or a theusand years 
thence. Every generation is and must 
be competent te all the purposes which 
its occasion requires. It is the living, 
and not the dead, that are to be accom- 
‘modated. When a man ceases to be, his. 
power and his wants cease with him; 
and having no longer any participation 
in the-concerns of this world, he has no 
longer any authority in directing who 
shall be its.governors, or how its govern- 
ment shall be organized or how admin- 
istered. Those who have quitted the 
world, and those whoare not yet arrived 
in it, are as remote from each other as 
the utmost stretch of mortal imagination 
canconceive. What “possible obligation 
then, can exist between them? What, 
rule or principle can be laid down that 
two non-entities—the one out of exist- 
ence and the other not in, and whe can 
never meet in this world—that the one 
should control the other to the end of 
time ?—Thomas Paine, 


Henee, in their eyes, discontent was 
synonymous with danger—danger'‘to the 
éxisting condition of affairs and to‘them- 
selves, who were favored with exemption’ 
from many of the evils which afflicted 
‘the common herd—and it wes only nat- 
ural ‘that they should treat those who 
were discontented as public enemies. 
And the curious part of it was that they 
could alway rely upon a large majority 
of the common herd to sustain them in 
their favored position. 

= 

And ‘things are not much different to- 
day. @®hereis probably a larger portion 
of so-called civilized peoples discontented 
with their let than ever existed before. 
It would seem that the material progress 
made in the productien of wealth is the 
mother of discontent, instead of discon- 
tent being the mother-of progress. 


* -= x 


And why is this? There can be but 
one answer—that although the produt- 
tion of wealfh has heen enormously in- 
creased, yet the proportion which falls to 
the skare of the common herd is much 
less than formerly. As of old, a few-re- 
ceive the privileges and the many are 
permitted to receive just enough to en- 
courage'them to-live and prodéece more 
wealth. 


* * 


* * 

But-this is a more dangerous discon- 
tent than ever existed before, because of 
the greater spread of education among 
the discontented, owing largely to the 


The God who gave us life, gave us lib- 
erty at the same time.—Jefferson. 


ease with which newspapers are dissemi- 
nated, and the prominence which they 
give to the doings of multi-millionaires, 
and the formation of trusts,‘and the wars 
undertaken to acquire more territory, 
and the increase of' taxation, and the re- 
sults of invention in' throwing more men 
out of work, and-strikes »andleck-outs, 
and, let us -not forget :it, the peculiar 
brand of prosperity with which we have 
been presentedas:a-result of the bankeré’ 
conspiracy to demonitize silver, destroy 
the greenbacks and monopolize the issue 
of paper currency on a basis of interest- 
bearing bonds. 
st * ae 

And what will be the fruit òf this dis- 
content? Will it not be in the direction 
of the repeal of laws which confer privi- 
leges of‘anykind, in the repeal of laws 


:| which: enabte ‘anyone to monopolize nate 


ural resources which should be free to 

all—in ‘short, in the repeal of all laws 

which stand in the way of the exercise 

of the natural right of~every person to 

life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness? 
+ ~ 2% 

But my private impression’ is*that this 
condition will not be attained until the 
multi-millionaires have given'a few more 
object lessons. GNOMON, 


“SALL ROADS LEAD T0-ROME.” 
The.above-is an old saying, and, taken 


figuratively, is very appropriate to the 


-verious schools of-reformers. All tenti 


‘toward the -same “goal—a ‘better condi- 
‘tion of ‘life while on this esiti. 


Most ‘reforms aim at what may be 


‘termed ‘the removal of the -conditions 


which haye been imposed upon the peo- 
ple, and which, rightly or wrongly,' they 
believe are ‘2 hindrance to the full devel- 
opment of mankind. One school of re- 
form—the -anarchistic—aims “rather at 
abolishing ‘the present “system of gov- 
ernment and leaving: it tothe good sense 
of the individual*to restrain himself in~ 
stead -of -being restrained. Another 
school—the -secielistic—aims at sttp~ 
planting the present-system óf govern- 
ment by ‘abolishing private control of 
utilities of allkindsand ‘running them 
by the pedple and ‘for the ‘people dt 


‘large. 


Thesingle ‘tax on tand values has as 
its rst object ‘the paying of arent to 
the community based on the ‘value of 
the natural opportunities occupied ih 
land, ‘mineral and water fights, timber, 
etc., on the-hypothesis that these things 
have a value -conferred -upon them bf 
the community, and ‘that the community 
is entitled to that ‘value which ‘no indi- 
vidudi could:create. As a means of diss 
tributing that value as*equitably as pos- 
sible, each occupant is taxed according 
to what he withhelde from the use of 
dthera, not on the income he ‘derivet 


‘| from it. 


As I said in ‘the first place, all ‘these 
different schools of reform aim at the 
betterment of ‘humanity by abolishing 
the canses which render poverty inevit* 
able. We must each ‘make our owh 
choice as to which method we ‘think 
preferable. Which will bemost stiecess- 
fulis lergely-2 matterof experiment. 

J. R. BURTON. 
=; 


A’man or woman who is ‘contented 
with their condition in ‘life, when ‘they 
can hardly obtein clothing ‘enough te 
cover their nakedness or ‘food enough te 
satisfy their ‘Hunger, would be-bapry i0 
hades.—Rights of Man. 


DISCONTENT 


(Continued from page 1,) 
ought to have known better than:to give 
them. (Signed) T. Cowen, 
Editor Manila.Times. 
u.. 

The Manila. Times is- the» American 
official organ:in- Manila. You will see 
how the editor’s sentiments. are entirely 
opposed: to what he.is-bound'to officially 
write in his paper: H.W. B: 

Hongkong, March 8, 1899. 

ny, 

It has been frequently. stated‘ in Drs- 
CONTENT, with ample-evidence, that the 
direct and ‘solé object of the» seizure of 
the Philippines by order of the Ameri- 
can-gevernment was to secure their nat- 
ura] resoureesvand the labor of the-in- 


habitants for the-use of European and’ 


American capitalists.. And that Presid: 
ent McKinley’s. vaunted: profession: of 
“benevolent assimilation’ and “anxiety 
te advance the highest: interests of the 
Filipinos” was nothing but: an artful 
sham to deceive the American people. 
And the dishonorable and treacherous 
treatment of Aguinaldo and his people, 
and the- barbaric and brutal warfare 
waged againstthem, in: which the aged; 


women and childten, indiscriminately, . 


were wantonly shot down in cold blood, 
is a positive confirmation. of. the. state- 
ment. 

Let sensible people everywhere: seri- 
ously ask themselves the question: :Is it 
possible that GOVERNMENT BY’ BRUTE 
vorce, used in the interest of capitalistic 
monopoly; legalized ‘robbery and whole- 
sale slaughter of innocent and defenceless 
people; can.be of. any further use to 
mankind?” B. C. MILES. 

Lakebay: . 


SOME ANSWERS: 
E. J. Schellhous would understand ‘me 


better if he were, more. in the habit. of! 
reading, which, as Bacon says, ‘‘maketh: 


atull man,” and I should understand 
him: better if be were more in the habit 
of writing,. which, according to the same 
authority;. ‘maketh: an- exact man.” 
However, I:will try-to-answer his ques- 
tions = 

1. “Is it not a faet. thatthe motive 
power of voluntary-actionsis desire to be 
happy?” Certainly not.. When adtunk- 


ard returns to his cups he: knows well f 


enough he is not going the way to be 
happy: 

2. Only to'a very limited’ extent, as 
shown by previous question and answer. 

3; Having denied that desire is the 
fountain of action, I haye answered.this 
anfficiently. 

4, No; see above: = 

5. Not by a jugfulk 

T, 


G. F. Mérong: Don’t: worry yourself.. 
The new woman asks no man to support’ 
tier in consideration of exclusive sexual’ 


service. She-supports herself. He:can 
only-get what he wants by’ pleasing her. 
ft he-asks questions about her other 
lovers-he: wil! be shown the door. 

C. L. JANES. 


TO smother ‘its-grand adversary ,.Hber- 
ty, has ever ‘been the: first. and'last aim 
of the church. The overthrow: of free- 


dom is its- missiom: and its hope.. No 


man can read ita history, the- doings of: 
ita conventions, its: laws and’ canons;. 
without perceiving. thst: in every act its; 


aim-has-been to crust: Human liberty, 
under pretext of piety,.and to founda 
syrannical despotism, civil and religious. 
-Guizot 


posed camps. 
of discord. 
apparently in the hope that the develop: 
ment,of: home rule will secure them the: 
full control: of education, have joined 
the Slav: groups- in their opposition to 


WAR IN THE NAME OF EDUCATION. 


Every state education,,like: state re- 
ligion, is dividing men into, bitterly. op- 
It is the incurable cause 
“In Austria the Clericals, 


the German:claims and their (the Slav) 
demand ‘forthe: devolution of the work 
of the Reichsrath on the provincial 
Diets” (Speaker, Feb. 18). In all coun- 
tries-the same war goes-on. ‘In Prus- 
sia:the reactionary education bill, which 
was Protestant, not: CatHolic,,in its ori- 
gin, had: heen withdrawn: in: obedience 
to the: protests- of large sections-of the 
educatedipublic;:and the Catholie Cen- 
ter was ready, as it still'is, to. effeet allj- 


ances with. any party. that would help.it 


to attain. its end.” So in Belgium: 
“The Belgian:Catholics began. their op» 
erations by restoring denominational ed+ 
ucation everywhere at the expense: of 
the secular. primary:schools. The French 
Catholios-want not so much to catholicise 
France, which.is impossible, aeto get its 
institutions-undér Catholic control, from 
the primary schools: upwards; and the 
same motive is predominant in Austria.” 
Detestable as is the force rule-of any: re- 
ligious body. in the schools of #-ceuntry,. 
just'as detestable as the force rulé of the 
materialistic or atheistic sections, who 
can blame either priest or atheist in this 
matter? They are both of. them right, 
from their point of: view,.to struggle for. 
the possession of the children whom, we 
offer xs the-prize to be fought for; but 
what fools: we, the mass of: the nation, 


are to offer: the children.up to be seram- 
bledi forr by any faction, The children. 


don’t belong.to either: the: priest, .or the 
minister, or the state factions, or the So- 
cialists,.or the Atheists—why. give any 
one ofthese sections the chance of appro- 
priating: them?’ There: is- no- possible 
state settlement‘of these questions. Re- 
ligious edication: and‘ no-religions< edu- 
cation are eqaally unfair to those: who 
hate either system. The individual:par- 
ent is the only one person who can 
rightly settle, and he is just the one-per- 
son that the heavy-handed heavy-footed 
state decrees shall not settle.—Free Life 
(London, Eng.): 
-—! 
EMMA GOLDMAN: TOUR: 


The: Anarchist-Gommunist lecturer, 
Emma:Goldman,.is- now- on: her way to 


the Pacific coast: on-a- farewell tour of. 


the United’ States.. She desires- to ar- 


range meetings-in. Tacoma, Seattle and- 


Spokane.. The time- of meetings will 
appear later in the columns of Discon- 
TENT.. Meantime; we would:like to have 
the comrades in these cities get together 
and complete arrangements for her com- 
ing.. The comrades in Tacoma are active 
and'have-already made all the prelimi- 
nary arrangements.. Let her meetings 


be well’ advertised,. for- this bold and’ 
fearless speaker will advance: the cause- 


in our midst. Will: the active workers 


in the cause> attend: to- this- matter at |. 


once aud’ write: me- amy arrangements 
made. QLA; VERITY. 


2 

If: anybody thinks- that kings; nobles 
and'priests are good’ conservators of the 
public happiness,.send him:here (Raris). 


It is-the best sshoob in. the universeto | 


cure-him.of that folly; He will-see here 
with: his: own eyes that’ these descrip- 
tions-off men are: an: abandoned confed: 
eracy against the- Happiness of the mass 


of. the people.—seffersox. 


ASSOCIATION NOTES. 
Comrade Odell left last week for Tà- 
coma, in search of a job. 
-n 


Gardens are in good condition for 
rapid: advancement with the aid of a 
few. warmer days. 


Comrade Burton is with us and has 
started to.clear for a house. He expects 
his wife in a:short time. 

= 


Comrade Shatz, after making his fam- 
ily comfortable in: their new home, left 
to follow his avocation as optician. 

— 


Our printer, while splitting-wood last 
week, cut his thumb aboutihalfoft. He 
has since then received all kindsof ad- 
vice about how to split wood, but thinks 
he knows enough to keep his thumb off 
the top of the block. 


— — 


A QUESTION OF “BED AND BOARD.” 


Oceasionally we see an advertisement 
to the effect that inasmuch as the adver- 
tiser’&-wife has left his “bed and board’”’ 
he will: be responsible for none of her 
debts.. Sometimes, though not often, the 
wife ‘talke:back,’”’ as in the following, 
taken from the Liberty, N. Y., Register: 

‘Whereas, my wife Helen, has left my 
‘bed.and board. without just cause or pro-- 
vocation, FE forbidiall. persons: from. trust- 
ing her'on:my account, as I shall pay no 
debts-of her contracting, 

“J. P.. TREMPER.” 

“And; whereas, that the-said.bed above 
mentioned: belongs- to- me and. is-still in 
my possession; and whereas the said: 
board: was nothing. to. brag about any- 
way; and whereas, such ag-it was,.it has 
left. my husband'and he it, and not rim; 
and: whereas, the only other board. now 
ranning at. large and’ unchallenged wasa 
half-paid-for table, which has disap- 
peared: with the alleged: provider and 
non-owner of the bed aforesaid; and 
whereas, the aforesaid: trust, as above 
said,. was never. operative; therefore;, be 
it resolved: that my husband: never had! 


any bed:and:but a very: meagre-amount | 


of trust and not more than: hali a beard 
to protect; and be it resolved; further- 
more, that he be allowed to: hustle for 
new toard, a place to lay bis head,.and 
‘such trust as God and man may see fit 
to endure; and be it further and lastly 
resolved that undertakers are not barred 
on-the aforesaid and lastly named trust. 
“HELEN TREMPER.” 


RECEIPTS. 
Schlichermaier 25e, Foster 8c, Hampe 
50c, Champion 50c, Porter 25c, Markert 
25c. ~ 


HOW TO GET HERE 
Parties- intending to visit us will come 


to Tacomatand take the steamer ALIGE | R9 


for Joes Bay. The steamer leaves Gom- 
merecial:dock every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday at 8 a, m:. Be sure to ask 
the captain to let you off at FOES BAY. 


STEAMER TYPHOON. 
HENDERSON BAY ROUTE. 
Time: Card from Sunday, April 30, 1899. 
iy. Tacoma daily except’ Saturday and 
Sunday at 2:30 p. m. 
Liv. Henderson Bay for Tacoma daily ex: 
cept Sunday an 


Ly. Tacoma Sunday at 8:00 a. m. 
Ar, Tacoma:Sunday at 6:00 p. m. 
WAY PORTS. 


Rosedale, Springfield, Elgin; Balch, 
Joes Bay; Lake Bay, Delano, Fox Island, 
Hales Pass;.Sylvan:and Wollochet. 


Monday at 6:00a:- m, 


DISCONTERT IS HANDLED BY: 


ı Boston—Columbia Stationery Store). 
935 Washington st. 

; Boston—C, A. Sibley, 642 Washington 
street. 


AGENTS: FOR DISCONTENT. 


San: Francisco—L. Nylen, 15 Monroe 
street. 
Honolulu—A. Klemencic, Alakea st. 


A SPIRIT PHYSICIAN brcoxer~reacher 
j brooker—Teaches 
how to avoid hereditary disease and gives in- 
struction in ways tending tv insure the happi- 
ness of the family. Price 50 cents. For sale 


by Discontent. 
'—By Lois Wais- 


MY CENTURY. PLANT booker so: 


called because so much in advance of the time: 
that only thinkers will appreciate. Written 

under the influence of av a:lept of old Atlantis, 

Shows the law of regeneration, of materializa— 
tion, the root of church power, and how to free 
the earth of sex disease A remarkable book. 

Price $. For sale by Discontent. 


FREEDOM, a monthly journal of Anarchist» 
Communism. Address, 7 Lamb’s Conduit St., 
London, W. C., England. Price 40 cents per 
year, postpaid, 


FREE SOCIETY, an advocate of Anarchist 
Communism: 50 cents a year, 43: Sheridan 
street, San Francisco, Calif. 


THE EAGLE AND THE SERPENT 
proclaims the gospel of “Salvation by Selfish-. 
ness, For free sample copy write A. Mueller, 
108 Clark street, Chicago, Lil. 


THE ALTRUISTis a monthly paper, partly 
in phonetic spelling, and devoted: to equal 
rights, mutual assistance, united labor, and 
common property. It is issued by the Altruist 
Community, of St. Louls, whose members hold. 
ail their property in common, live and work 

ther in a permanent home for their mutual 
enjoyment, ‘assistance and support, and both 
men and women huye equal rights and decide 
on all its business affuirs by their majority 
vote. It how has 3,920 acres of land in South- 
oast Missouri on which it offersa home and. 
employroent for life toall acceptable persons. 
who may wish to join it. 25c a year; imen 
copy free. A. Longley, editor, 2819 Olive street, 
St. Louis, Mo, 


Articles of Incorporation and Agreement of 
the Mutual Home Association. 


Be it. remembered, that on this 17th day of 
January, 1898, we,.the undorsigned, have asso— 
ciated ourselves together for the purpose of 
forming a. corporation under the laws of the 
State of Washington. 

That the name of. the corporation shall be 
The Mutua! Home Association. 

The pur olthe association is to assist ite- 
members in obtaining and building homes for 
themselyes and to wid. in establishing better 
social and‘moral conditions. 

The location of: this cor tion shall be at 
Home City,.located on Joes Bay, Pierce County. 
State of Washington;.and this association may 
establish:in other placesin this state branches 
of the same where two or more persuns may 
wish.to locate. 

Any person. may. become a member of this 
asgociation by paying. into-the treasury a sum. 
equal tu the cost of the land he or she may 
select and one dollar for a certificate and sub- 
scribing-to this agreement.. 

The affairs of this association shall be con- 
ducted by a board of trustees, elected as may 
be provided by the by: laws.. 

A certificate of membership shall entitle the 
legal holder to the use and: occupancy of not. 
less than one acre of land®nor more than two- 
pors all public streets) upon payment annually 

nto the treasury of the association a sum equal 
to the taxes @asessed against the tract of land 
he or she muy hold. 

All.money received from memberships shall 
be used only for the purpose of purchasing 
land, The real estate of thie association shali 
never be sold, mmorigeced or disposed of. A 
Unanimous vote ofall mnembers of this associ- 
ation shall be required to change these articles 
of incorporation. 

No officer, or other person, shallever be em-- 
wered to contract any debt im the name of 
this association, 

an certificates ofi membership shall be for 


Upon the death: of any member a certificate 
of membership shall: be issued covers thes 
laná deserived in certificate: of membership ot 


:_ To person named tn:will or bequest. 
Second: ife or husband, 

Third:. Children of deceased; if there i» 
— than one child they must.decide for them- 
selves. 

All improvements upen land covered by cer- 
tifleate of membership shall be personal prop- 
erty; and the association’ assuch has no eain» 
thereto:. 

Any member has the right of. ehoice of any 
land uot already: chosen: or set aside for s 
#pecial purpo-em._ 

GERTIFICATH:. OF MEMBERSHIP, 


This-is to certify that . . $ s - 
has subscribed to the'articios of incorporation: 
and. agreement: and paid into the treasury of 
The Mutual Home Association the sum of 
. . « Gollars, whieh entitles . . . to the 
use audi oocupaney for’ life of lot . . ., 
block .. . ., as platted: by the associations, 
„upon complying. with: the ofLagreement. 


